A new species, Ophionyssus schreibericolus Moraza sp. nov. is described, based on adult females, males and protonymphal instars. 
Introduction
Among the 16 species of the genus Ophionyssus (Fain & Bannert, 2000; Hallan, 2005) , only seven species have been found on lacertid lizards. The others are ectoparasites on different families of hosts (Fain & Bannert, 2000) . The European species O. lacertinus (Berlese, 1892) parasitizes lizards in Great Britain, Netherlands and Italy (Fain & Bannert, 2000) and O. sauracum (Oudemans, 1901 ) is a common species in several European countries; three species belong to the Canary Islands fauna, O. galloticolus Fain & Banner, 2000 Naglov & Naglova, 1960 has been found in West Kazakhstan (Asia) and finally O. tropidosaurae (Till, 1957) is reported from South Africa.
The mites described in the present work were collected from Lacerta schreiberi, a lizard endemic to the Iberian Peninsula, ranging from the northwest and extending into the mountains of the Spanish Central System (SCS), with some isolated populations in the south. The host organism is thus part of the Iberian refugial fauna, which has remained on the Iberian Peninsula throughout the last glacial maximum, and further is thought to have persisted in geographically separated populations throughout the Pleistocene (Paulo et al., 2001; Godinho et al., 2008) .
IV. Endopodal strips between coxae I and II and between coxae II and II absent; endopodal IV well developed, fused with peritrematal shield bearing glands gv2. Metapodal shields present. Anal shield narrow, 143 long, 79-87 wide; circumanal setae 44 long; glands gv3 at level of post-anal seta; cribrum present; anal valves nude. Opisthogastric region markedly hypertrichous, with ventral setae smooth, thin, 39-54 long. Peritrematal shield reduced, fused with endopodal IV, with two pairs of distinctive lyrifissures ip; peritremes narrow, 190 long (including the stigmata), extending to middle of coxae II. Gnathosoma. Tritosternum with hyaline border, base 36 long with two setulose laciniae 11 long. Palps 128 long; chelicerae 54 long.
Legs. Legs I-IV with well-developed paired claws and lobulate pulvilli. Tarsus I with apical desclerotization. Setation of trochanters of legs, respectively, 6-5-5-5; femur, 12-10-5-6 ; genua, 2 3/2 2/1 2 (12) -2 3/1 2/1 2 (11)-2 2/1 2/1 2 (10) -2 2/1 3/1 2 (11); tibia, 2 3/2 2/1 2 (12)-2 2/1 2/1 2 (10) -2 1/1 2/1 2 (9) -2 1/1 3/1 2 (10). Length of legs I-IV respectively: 599, 539, 459, 571.
Adult male. Dorsal idiosoma (Fig. 3) Ventral idiosoma (Fig. 4) : Sterno-genital shield 211 long, 81 wide at level of st2, 35 wide at level of st5, with irregular lateral margins and free from the well-developed endopodal II; shield with an striate network in its anterior third, two pairs of lyrifissures and two (st1 and st2) or three (st1, st2 and st3) pairs of setae; setae st1, st3 and st4 ca. 24 long, st2 longer (31 long), st5 ca. 22 long; poroid iv3, together with st4 and st5, always off the shield and posterior to setae st3; genital aperture large, 26 wide. Anal shield as in female, 87 long, 52 wide; para-anal setae 24 long, post-anal seta 33. Seven pairs of ventral setae: JV1-JV4, ZV2-ZV3 thin, 24-28 long; JV5 thicker and longer, ca. 42; venter with 4 pairs of lyrifissures. Endopodal II present; peritrematal shields fused with podal IV; peritreme extends to anterior border of coxa III, 87 long.
Gnathosoma. Chelicerae total length (including digits) 104 (Fig. 5) ; movable digit 22 long, as long as pointed spermatodactyl; fixed digit with a rounded tip.
Legs. Legs I-IV with well-developed, paired claws and lobulate pulvilli. Setation of trochanter of legs, respectively, 6-5-5-5; femur, 12-10-4-6; genua, 2 3/1 2/1 2 (11) -2 3/1 2/1 2 (11)-2 2/1 2/1 2 (10) -2 2/1 3/1 2 (11); tibia, 2 3/1 2/1 2 (11)-2 2/1 3/1 2 (11) -2 1/1 2/1 2 (9) -2 1/1 3/1 2 (10). Femur III with a conical, thumb-like ventral spur (Fig. 6 ). Length of legs I-IV (excluding claws) respectively: 455, 341, 370, 493.
Protonymph. Idiosomal length for non-engorged mites 617 long, 406 wide. Dorsum (Fig. 7) . Podonotal shield pentagonal, as long as wide (230 long, 230 wide), with a polygonal, reticulate sculpture and 11 pairs of short, smooth, thin setae: setae j1-j6 ca. 11 long; z2, z4, z5 17 long; s4 and s5 22 long; 3 pairs of lyrifissures, and 1 pair of glands (gdj3). Pygidial shield 103 long, 76 wide, with 3 pairs of setae: J4 thin, short, 11 long; Z5 and Z4 subequal, thicker, slightly barbed, 41-44 long; 5 pairs of pore-like structures (4 lyrifissures and 1 pair of glands). Soft dorsal cuticle with 4 pairs of minute mesonotal platelets. Setae J1 and J2 thin, 19 long; other dorsal setae s6 (ca. 33), r2, r3, r5 (ca. 27 long); Z1-Z3 (ca. 25 long), S3-S5 (ca. 44 long) and R1 (ca. 33 long) on the soft dorsal cuticle longer and thicker. Seven pairs of lyrifissures on soft cuticle, 2 are podonotals, 5 opisthonotal. Ventral idiosoma (Fig. 8 ). Sternal shield with 3 pairs of thin setae (st1, st2 and st3) 19 long, and 2 pairs of lyrifissures (iv1, iv2); shield 95 long, 82 wide at level of setae st2. Genital setae minute, 11 long; setae JV1, JV2 and ZV2 19-21 long; setae ZV5 thicker and longer, 29 long. Poststernal sclerites may be present on genital region, between setae st5 and JV1. Anal shield 66 long, 45 wide; para-anal setae 21 long, post-anal seta ca. 29 long; 4 pairs of ventral lyrifissures present. Endopodal I-IV present, slightly sclerotized. Peritreme 103 long, from middle of coxae IV to anterior border of coxae III; peritrematal lyrifissure present.
Legs. Setation of trochanters of legs, respectively, 4-4-4-4; that of femur, 2 2/1 2/2 1 (10), 1 1/1 2/2 1 (8), 1 1/2 1/0 0 (5), 0 1/1 2/0 0 (4); genua, 2 2/1 2/1 1 (9) -1 2/0 2/0 1 (6), 1 2/0 2/0 1 (6), 1 2/0 2/0 1 (6); tibia, 1 2/1 2/1 1 (8), 1 1/1 2/1 1 (7), 1 1/1 2/1 1 (7) -1 1/1 2/1 1 (7); tarsi II-IV, 3 3/2 1/1 3/2 3 (18). Setae ad1 and pd1 on femur I, setae ad1, pd1 and pd2 on femur II, and seta ad1 on femur III and IV longer and thicker than other dorsal setae on the segment.
Etymology. The species name "schreibericolus" refers to the mite's relationship with the host species, Lacerta schreiberi, Schreiber's green lizard, "icolus" -of, -dwelling in. Remarks. The new species is closely related to O. dolatelacensis, O. sauracum and O. lacertinus, with 12-13 pairs of setae on the dorsal shield and peritremes that extend as far as the anterior border of coxae II in the female. However, males of these three species lack ventral spur on femur III. In females of O. dolatelacensis the anterior epyginial lobe is rounded, females and males have shorter peritremes, and males have 5 ventral setae and ventral conical setae on femur III. The female of O. lacertinus has setae s5 and z2 on the shield and J4 and Z5 are minute, one-third the length of J2; males with 23 pairs of setae on dorsal shield, and femur III with an enlarged ventral, spur-like setae. The female of O. sauracum has s5 on the dorsal shield, 2 postero-lateral setae on tibia IV (compared with 3 setae on the new species) and with smaller genital and anal shields; males have conical, spine-like ventral setae on femur III and IV; and protonymphs have two setae on pygidial shield (J4 and Z5) .
During the 2006 sampling period, 127 lizards were inspected for mites. At least one mite, either on the lizard or in its transport bag, was detected for 83 lizard specimens-a 65.35% frequency per individual.
Analyzing data from Table 1 , the average parasite load is 6 mites/host. This is the first record of the genus Ophionyssus on any host taxa from the Iberian Pensinsula and it would likely be found on other species of lizards of the region.
Differences among the species of Ophionyssus are highlighted in the following key to females, males and protonymphs. 
Key to males of Ophionyssus

